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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

    The American Watercolor Society is the oldest
watercolor society in America. Founded in 1866 in New York, it has a long and 
illustrious roster of famous painters, Winslow Homer, Andrew Wyeth, Childe 
Hassam, Chauncey F. Ryder and many other distinguished artists. It held its 
First Annual Exhibition in 1867 at the respected National Academy of Design in 
New York. 

The Society holds its annual juried shows, judged by current AWS Signature 
members, which attracts applicants worldwide.  Since its founding in 1866 we 
have had 155 continuous exhibitions. 

Our mission statement is “to promote watercolor and education.”

The marking of centennial of the American Watercolor Society deserves to be 
noted. In 1964, then President Mario Cooper, approached The Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art with the idea of holding a watercolor exhibition there. The Metropoli-
tan agreed to dedicate an exhibition to watercolor painting in America in gen-
eral, and to present members of the American Watercolor Society in particular. 
The plan included a Gala Dinner around the fountain of the museum. 

The exhibition, under the title "Two Hundred Years of Watercolor Painting in 
America, An Exhibition Commemorating the Centennial of the American Water-
color Society" opened with the Gala Dinner at The Metropolitan Museum of Art 
on Tuesday evening, December 6, 1966. About thirty-five circular tables were 
set around the black marble fountain in which charming figures by Carl Milles 
seem to be frolicking among jets of water. The crowd of some three hundred fif-
ty formally dressed guests included Mayor and Mrs. John V. Lindsay, Mr. 
Thom-as P. F. Hoving, then New York's celebrated Parks Commissioner, later 
appoint-ed Director of the Museum, and Mrs. Hoving, Mr. Arthur A. Houghton, 
President of the Metropolitan Museum, and Mrs. Houghton, Mr. T. S. Buechner, 
Director of the Brooklyn Museum, and Mrs. Buechner, curators of the 
Metropolitan, such as Jack Bean, James Biddle, Albert Ten Eyck Gardner, 
Stuart P. Feld, Robert Beverly Hale, A. Hyatt Mayor; also, many collectors and, 
naturally, many artists. 

American Watercolor Society today. We continue and strive to promote water-
color and education. We give a yearly scholarship to an art teacher that teaches 
watercolor and a scholarship to a student at the Arts Students League in New 
York, studying watercolor. 

 We continue to encourage artists to enter our International Exhibition and to 
promote the best of watercolor. Also, as part of promoting watercolor and edu-
cation, AWS selects 40 paintings from the annual exhibition and organizes a
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traveling show that goes to 5-6 museums and galleries for a year throughout the United 
States. We also have a demonstrating evening, when one of our Signature Member art-
ists does a demo, which is attended by an audience, zoomed and recorded. This record-
ing is edited and put in the AWS library and on the AWS YouTube channel. We also have 
instituted an American Watercolor Society Associate Exhibition online. This is only for our 
Associate Members with cash prizes.

Our annual Exhibition is held at the Salmagundi Club in New York, for 4 weeks in April, 
followed by, on the last Friday of the show, the Awards Dinner held in the main gallery. 
There, more than 30 cash awards are presented to the winners and new signature
members are welcomed.  Signature membership status is obtained when an artist has 
been accepted to 3 AWS International Exhibitions; there is no time limit to this. 

Regards, 

Antonio Masi, AWS, D.F. 

SAVE THE DATES

Entries Open
Entries Close
Jury of Selection Convenes

Thursday, September 1, 2022 
Tuesday, November 8, 2022  
Tuesday, January 10, 2023  
Sunday, February 26, 2023  Jury of Awards Meets

Ken Goldman Ken Call Antonio Masi, ChairEric Wiegardt

The 156th Annual International Exhibition will be upon us before you know it. The Entry closing 
date will NOT be extended this year, so get to work!

Susan Weintraub, Chair Denny Bond Ratindra Das

Judi Betts

The AWS 2023 Jury of Selection

The AWS 2023 Jury of Awards
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Two large square watercolors by Karen B. Butler, 

Bittersweet and Stardust, were juried into the 

Connectivity Exhibit at the Attleboro Arts Museum, MA, 
in June 2022. Stardust received a Juror’s award by 

Juror Craig Blood-good.  Three large lithographs will be 

in exhibits in the Douro Biennial - Portugal, September 

2022 - September 2023. One print, Three Penny 
Opera, is a combination of lithography and watercolor. 

Stardust 

Three Penny 
Opera 

SIGNATURE MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 

NEW AWS SIGNATURE MEMBERS

Each year the AWS International Exhibition produces new Signature Members, artists 
whose paintings represent their third time in an AWS annual show.  This year,the 
Class of 2022 consisted of 14 new Members who will now be able to put the AWS 
initials following their names.  Here is a sampling of who these artists are...

Gonzalo Cid, an Engineer with a postgraduate degree in 
landscape Planning and Environment, born in Mendoza, 
Argentina. He has lived  in Buenos Aires since 2007. He started in 
the world of drawing and painting through Urban Sketchers in the 
year 2012; a group to which he currently belongs. He specialized 
in watercolor technique taking classes and numerous courses and 
workshops, mainly with Sergio Merayo, at the Cervera-Merayo 
Watercolor Studio, Jorge Royan Studio and Alejandra Feijo 

Studio, all of them in Buenos Aires. He is also a member of other drawing groups such 
as Croquiseros Urbanos de Buenos Aires, IWS (International Watercolor Society), Co-
Leader of Fabriano in Acquarello for Argentina. 

He has participated and won prizes in drawing and watercolor contests and exhibitions in 
Buenos Aires, Chile, Italy, Pakistan, Mexico, Malaysia, Brazil, Peru and the United 
States. Gonzalo has taught workshops and watercolor classes in Argentina, Italy, Chile, 
Brazil and Peru.  About his work Gonzalo says:  “I like to think that my work goes beyond 
technique, it is an internal search to recognize and discover the beauty (or not) of the 
simple things that sur-round us as well as discover the harshness of life itself. I feel 
motivated to paint not only pic-turesque scenes but also scenes from places that relate 
what life is like for many people. Urban landscapes, rural landscapes or characters are 
part of my desire to show what surrounds me.” 

Patt Family
Cross-Out

Patt Family
Cross-Out

Patt Family
Cross-Out
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David Cox, Washington, DC, has a B. Architecture from the U. of Illinois and a  
M. Architecture from the U. of Pennsylvania.  David served as an Officer in the
military with the rank of Captain in the U.S. Army Medical Service Corps and
was awarded the Bronze Star for his service in Vietnam.  He has been a
practicing professional architect with his own firm in Washington, DC for over
40 years and is a Fellow in the American Institute of Architects.  David was
awarded the Centennial Medal by the Washington D.C. Chapter of the AIA for
his long service to the profession and community.  His love of watercolor
painting was first developed through the many drawing, painting and design

courses he took as an undergraduate at the U. of Illinois.  Extensive travel in Europe inspired 
sketch books of ink line with watercolor wash which led to further pursuits of proper watercolor 
techniques through books and much experimentation.  His work has been selected for the “Art 
of Flowers” international art competition and the annual “SPLASH-Best of Watercolor” editions 
#17, #19, #22 and #23.  This year David was awarded the “Alan R. Chiara Memorial” medal of 
the American Watercolor Society.

Gwynn Walker Di Pilla received a Bachelor of Arts in Art Education from 
Temple University and Tyler School of Art (through an affiliation with 
Messiah College). Upon graduating, she accepted a full-time position 
teaching art in the Oxford Area School District. While teaching, she took 
graduate courses in art at West Chester University.  She left the district 
after the birth of her first child and moved to Haddonfield where she 
began teaching at the Haddonfield Adult School. In addition to teaching to 
several art courses which she has offered for almost 30 years, she 
continues to teach numerous workshops in the area.  From 2002-06, 
Gwynn returned to school at the newly founded Studio Incamminati in 
Philadelphia Pennsylvania. Here, she studied drawing and painting for 
four years under the prestigious painter  Nelson Shanks.
This was the most intense and rewarding art training she has received. It was here that she 
learned how to separate light and dark, and to see colors clearly and perfect her drawing skills.  
Entering art shows starting in 2010, Gwynn achieved signature member status in the 
Pennsylvania Watercolor Society (PWCS), Garden State Watercolor Society (GSWCS), the 
Colored Pencil Society of America (CPSA), and the New Jersey Watercolor Society (NJWCS). 
She has won numerous awards, including Margaret Martin Memorial Award from the American 
Watercolor Society (AWS) in 2021, of which she is also a signature member. 

“My goal is for my work to take ordinary objects and scenes, and make them extraordinary. I 
seek to employ dramatic lighting and vibrant colors in an effort to offer the viewer an opportunity 
to engage with subjects from a perspective not previously considered.” 

HOW TO BECOME A SIGNATURE MEMBER

Any artist who has exhibited in two AWS International Exhibitions 
may be considered for Membership.  Contact Susan Weintraub, 
Membership Chairperson, at the following email address: 
s.weintraub@americanwatercolorsociety.org. Those not elected
may reapply for candidacy the following year. Those who reapply 
must again write to the Membership Chairperson.

Sidebar
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Xiqiang Fei was born in the Haining, Zhejiang Province of China, and he now 
lives in Shanghai. He graduated from Tianjin University, with a Bachelor of 
Architecture and received a Masters of Architecture from Tsinghua University.  
He is a nationally registered architect  and member of Shanghai Artists 
Association.  During childhood, he studied calligraphy for many years.  The 
traditional Chinese art which nourished him  during that period has had an 
important influence on his later artistic conceptualizations.  In 2017, he won 
Heinz Jordan and Company Ltd Award from the Canadian Society of Painters 
in Watercolour 92nd Annual Open Water Exhibition.

Russell Jewell is an internationally recognized plein air painter with signature memberships in the 
American Watercolor Society, National Watercolor Society and The Transparent Watercolor Society 

of America.  His work traveled with the 2021 American Watercolor Society 
exhibition.  Jewell’s accomplishments include a doctorate in Art Education from 
the University of Georgia and a Fulbright Memorial fund scholarship to Japan.  
Jewell’s most recent awards include: 2021 Mountain Maryland Plein Air: Best 
Architecture, 2021 Gloucester Arts Festival Plein Air: Best Architecture and The 
Eastern Shore Plein Air Agricultural Collection museum purchase during the 
2021 Plein Air Easton competition.  In January 2020 Russell’s work was 
published in a feature article “Freezing the Sun” in Plein Air Magazine.  Other 
works and Jewell’s patented plein air viewfinder can be seen at: 
russelljewell.com.
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His paintings were also selected by The 3rd National Youth Watercolor Exhibition. In 2018, he 
won the Mario Cooper & Dale Meyers Medal from American Watercolor Society 151st Annual 
International Exhibition.  In 2020, he won Honorable Mention from MOWS 2020 Barcelona 
Exhibition and won the Frederick Wong Memorial Award from American Watercolor Society 153rd 
Annual International Exhibition. He is a signature member of CSPWC and AWS.  At present, he is 
mainly engaged in watercolor teaching. 

Patricia Flynn from Holland, MI,  graduated with a BA in sociology from Northwestern University, 
and an MA in guidance and counseling from Northeastern Illinois University.  Her watercolor 
career began after retirement from teaching and counseling at a local high school.  She is
self-taught, but has taken watercolor workshops from the local  senior center, from
Judi Betts, Mark Mahaffey, Joe Miller, and others.  Patricia belongs to Holland 
Friends of Art, the Muskegon Museum of Art, the Grand Rapids Art Museum, the 
Michigan Water Color Society, and the Arizona Watercolor Association.  She has
exhibited in local, state, national and international juried competitions.   Patricia 
has been active in community art projects and has been a part of several one-
woman and group exhibits.  Watercolor is her primary medium, and she enjoys 
the nuances of color and composition, experimenting with Chihuly glass 
paintings and organic natural subjects. "This has been such an exciting second 
career and I am enjoying painting and interacting with other artists, loviing every 
minute!"

https://www.russelljewell.com/


06 

 Summer 2022 — Issue 121

06

Judy Saltzman's passion for sailing began when she was just a girl.  In a lifetime spent on 
the water, she's done it all - cruising, racing, teaching youth sailing pro-
grams and simply "sailing off into the wild blue yonder."  It was not until 
2010 that she decided she wanted to express her passion for the sport 
through painting.  Watercolor seemed like a natural fit and it has sunk its 
hook into her.  Judy did not have the luxury of academic or formal training 
in the field of art when attending college.  Instead, she sought out local 
demos, classes, videos and other hone her skills.  Judy's adventurous 
spirit gives her freedom to create from the heart and choose various sub-
ject matters to evoke an emotion and movement into her paintings. Judy 
is proud to be a Signature Member of the AWS, NWS, TWSA, ASMA, 
and FWS.  Judy has won awards from the NWS, TWSA, IWE, FWS and 
numerous regional exhibitions. Published in The Art of Watercol-
our, Watercolor Artist Magazine, and "North Light Book-Splash 19 and 21. Judy’s paintings 
are displayed in Corporate America and in 2023 will be a part of the ASMA Pentagon Exhibi-
tion portraying Maritime History. Currently, Judy resides in Sarasota FL, along with her hus-
band, offers workshops, and serves as Exhibitions Director for NWS. 

Frank Spino, Melbourne, FL, has a BFA from Ohio University. Frank started his career as a 
sign painter. He painted thousands of walls and windows, developed logos and branded 
businesses, large and small. Later as a billboard painter, he often painted a 10’ x 30’ 
billboard in a single day. Frank’s decades of creating good design, his knowledge of color, 

and tens of thousands of hours with a brush in hand were of tremen- 
dous benefit when he finally turned his eye towards painting. In 2009, 
he began a serious exploration of watercolor. Frank’s watercolors have 
been selected for exhibitions in Russia, China, Spain, Greece, Italy, the 
Netherlands and Canada. In addition to The American Watercolor 
Society, Frank has signature status in NWS, TWSA, SW & FWS and is
honored to have received awards at each.  His paintings have been 
published in The Art of Watercolour and American Artist Watercolor 
magazines and had the cover and a seven page article in Watercolor 
Artist. His work was on the cover of “Splash 14, The Best of 
Watercolor,” and also selected for Splash 16, 18, 19, 20 and 21.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 

Jeanne Hyland’s painting, Fantastic Harvest, has been selected as a 
Finalist in the The Best of Watercolor: Splash 23.  The special 
publication from the editors of Artists Magazine and American Artist is 
expected to hit the newstands in June, 2022.  The editors explain “For 
more than 20 years, the annual Splash watercolor competition has 
been celebrating the outstanding work being done in water media by 
contemporary artists from around the globe.  Top winners from the 
Splash 23 competition present their art with mastery.  Browse winning 
works, hear from the over 100 artists themselves, master the medium 
with insight from competition jurors, work through a watercolor 
layering tutorial, and learn from the artists themselves in this issue. 

In addition to  these new Members, we would also like to acknowledge the following new 
Members: Francesco Fontana, Anne Hightower-Patterson, Betty Jameson, Judy 
Saltzman, Atanas Matsoureff, James Turner and Jian Wu. Congratulations to you all!
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On April 28, 2022, artist Barbara Nechis 
proved her ability to compose a lyrical water-
color painting while simultaneously lecturing 
members of the American Watercolor Society. 
Her performance was seen by the audience 
present at the Salmagundi Club for the 155th 
International Exhibition of the AWS, as well as 
by members across the world via ZOOM. 
Barbara Nechis began her demonstration with a 
blank sheet of Arches 140 lb. cold press wa-
tercolor paper, without a pencil drawing, photo 
reference, or a value sketch to guide her. 
Viewers saw an intuitive ala prima image ap-
pear as Barbara held a sensitive conversation 
with her painting. Using a three-inch-wide flat 

brush, water was applied to the paper in an amorphous shape. Pouring excess water from 
the sides of the paper, she moved a damp brush across a John Pike palette, and added col-
or to the puddle from ‘the red family’ of transparent pigments. 

Nechis embraces creativity in her approach to painting saying, “I never pre-wet the 
paint in the palette, nor do I make thumbnail sketches of a subject.” Wishing to respect the 
environment, as well as conserve expensive paint, she does not rinse pigment from her 
brushes once she begins a painting but picks up a clean brush when changing the color 
family going back and forth among the still loaded brushes. She says that this leads to color 
unity in her painting. While relying on her personal sensibilities, there are no random 
shapes, colors, or brushstrokes in her paintings. Her expert brushstrokes are intentionally 
applied to the paper. The paper was not clipped or taped to a board, allowing her to tip and 
tilt the paper, as warm and cool colors flowed across the surface. After evaluating the val-
ues, color temperature and edges of the shapes that she had made, Ms. Nechis dried the 
paper with a hairdryer. Addressing the audience, she asked. “How do I know what I think 
until I see what I say?,” (a quote by E. M. Forster.) 

Seven times, Ms. Nechis repeated the basic movements of flowing water, adding pig-
ments, making shapes in relation to one another, and adjusting edges before drying the pa-
per with a hairdryer. Each layer altered the composition’s value structure, the saturation/
neutralization of color shapes, and shi\ed the color temperature. Ms. Nechis, intentionally 
painted each shape, using a pair of flat brushes in four sizes, from four inch to 1 inch, a 
brush for warm color, the other for cool color. She intently observed the developing while 
simultaneously speaking with the audience about what she felt the painting needed. 

Barbara Nechis is exquisitely in tune with her environment. Weaving color shapes 
across the page, creating unity and color harmony with each brushstroke, she remarked 
that a dark linear shape from a Georgia O’Keeffe painting she had observed at the Whitney 
the day before had just appeared in her painting. She spends hours observing her sur-
roundings and enjoys photographing scenes she finds interesting, although she never 
paints directly from photographs. Her intense focus has resulted in her lyrical expression of 

the essence of objects as opposed to direct representation. While they did not share the 

same working habits or painting style, Barbara Nechis credits acclaimed watercolorist Ed

Whitney as being her most influential teacher and “who opened the world of watercolor to 

me, taught me the basics and ignited a spark.”  

continued on next page

SINGING IN THE KEY OF WATERCOLOR 
by Kathleen Cornelius, AWS Associate Member 
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Barbara earned her BA degree from the University of Rochester, and an MS from Alfred 
University, NY state.  She has been a faculty member at Parsons School of Design in New 
York, and is the author of Watercolor, the Creative Experience, Watercolor from the Heart: 
Techniques for Painting the Essence of Nature, and  Barbara Nechis Watercolors. She has 
served on the Board of the American Watercolor Society, taught workshops at the Pratt Institute 
and held watercolor workshops in the United States and abroad. 

Her final quote of the evening was from musical composer Johannes Brahms: “One 
ought never to forget that, by perfecting one piece, one learns more than beginning or half fin-
ishing ten. Let it rest, and keep going back to it, working at it repeatedly, until there is not a note 
too much or too little- not a bar that you can improve upon. Whether it is beautiful or not is an 
entirely different matter, but perfect it must be.”  The demonstration was a perfect example of 
the attributes of watercolor pigments when handled by a master artist. An edited version of the 
video of the demonstration will be on the American Watercolor Society YouTube Channel for 
viewing  here.

The evening concluded with the presentation of  the door prize, Barbara’s lovely coffee 
table book Barbara Nechis Watercolors. Numbers were drawn for the in-house audiences and 
the zoom audience. 

IN MEMORIAM 
We are saddened by the loss of these Signature Members,  

whose great talents added to the long history of the American Watercolor Society. 

KRIS PRESLAN passed away on March 3, 2022 at age 77.  
She is survived by her husband, Bruce, of 56 years, one aunt, 
two daughters, Ann and Kathrin,  6 grandchildren -- and a 
TON of ART.  While Kris was happy to lend her paintings to 
art shows and exhibits and museums, she was always 
relieved when they made it back home.  They were her 
babies and almost too dear for her to part with.  She painted 
for herself, an eclectic mix of whatever took her fancy.  She 
did just one commission in her lifetime, and after 
procrastinating (waiting for inspiration!) for months, forced 
herself to finish the work and just gave it to the commissioners 
for free because they'd waited so long, vowing that she would 
never do a commission again.  She went into mourning 
whenever one of her paintings sold. 

Kris did not go to art school, taking up painting late in life.  She learned watercolor 
from books, videos, and workshops.  Three things gave her great joy -- starting a new 
painting,  getting the recognition of her watercolor peers through awards and signature 
memberships, and she LOVED taking watercolor workshops.  Her list of instructors/
mentors reads like a Who's Who of AWS, TWSA, & NWS. "Always something more to 
learn." 

Favorite painting subjects of Kris were:  animals, Italy, and high-end vintage auto-
mobiles.  Once when being shown around a garage by a classic car collector, he excused 
himself to answer his cellphone, and was heard purchasing a car sight unseen for 1.2 mil-
lion dollars.  Hence the name of Kris' classic car series, "Cars I'll Never Own."   

She always had a pet bird or two in her studio to keep her company (she only 
painted in watercolors afraid that the toxins from other media would hurt her birds) and 
she also fostered no-longer-wanted pet birds while looking for a new home for them.  

A selection of her watercolors and list of her distinctions can be found at: 
www.preslanart.com. 

https://youtu.be/J7fMfS6VWUM
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and family depended on her quiet sense of humor and diplomacy, love for those she treasured, and her 
uncanny ability to consistently bring calmness to any situation. 

In addition to nurturing deep friendships, Rosie also loved caring for her beautiful and expan-
sive flower gardens. In Williamston, her gardens spanned an entire acre. Upon moving to Empire, 
Michigan, she was happy to downsize her gardens as she built her up-north community.  She had 
many interests. First and foremost was her love and partnership with her husband, Mark.  Married at 
20, they were best friends for over 50 years. They shared a love for the arts, gin rummy, many pets, 
international travel, dinner parties, fishing, and laughter. Lunchtime between Mark and Rosie included 
their daily gin rummy games. Keeping score over decades, much to Mark’s chagrin, Rosie won more 
often than not. Recently, Rosie and Mark celebrated their 50th anniversary in style with a “grand 
celebration.”  Among countless 
other things, Mark will miss her excellent critiques and admiration of the arts.

Rosie was admired for skills in the kitchen and the warmth she brought as a hostess. Her  
recipes can be found in all of her friends’ recipe boxes. She also loved reading. Finding a book club 
wherever she lived, she often was a member of two at a time. She loved reading, but loved the 
friendships which ensued even more.  Always by her side, her dear friend and canine companion, 
Keshi, is already missing morning walks with Rosie. 

Rosie leaves behind her siblings Loretta McPhee, Anne Cummins, Larry Kain and Joe (Jeanne) 
Kain; a plethora of nieces and nephews, grand-nieces/nephews, her sister-in-law and close friend Kyle 
(Dan) Gulick and special friends Sue Holmes, Mary Porter, Sarah Porter, Jessica Kovan and Norma 
Schutzki. 
           Donations may be made in Rosie’s name to Hospice of Michigan or The American Watercolor 
Society, The National Watercolor Society or The Transparent Watercolor Society of America.  

In addition to noting the passing of AWS members we from time to 
time acknowledge the passing of family members and close friends of AWS. 

       ROSIE MARIE MEHAFFEY was the wife and best friend for over 50 
years of AWS Dolphin Fellow, Mark Mehaffey. Rosie, 71, of Empire, MI, 
passed away June 18, 2022.  She was born April 3, 1951, in Lansing, MI;
daughter to Lawrence and Dorothy (Murphy) Kain. 

You couldn’t meet a nicer or kinder person than Rosie. Her friends 

JAMES W. BROTZMAN 76, of Schwenksville, PA, passed away February 26, 
2022, at Phoenixville Hospital surrounded by his loving family.  Jim was the 
husband of AWS President Emeritus Jim McFarlane, his devoted soulmate of 
fifty-two years. 
         Fulfilling his lifelong dream of being a teacher, Jim respectfully declined lu-
crative offers from interested pharmaceutical companies accept a position as a 
Science teacher. Throughout his 35 years he never lost his love and enthusiasm 
for his job and its challenges.
         Among his many talents, Jim was president and membership chair of the 
Greater Norristown Art League who, with other dedicated members, saw

the League grow from approximately 200 persons to almost 700; he was an award-winning stone 
sculptor and a world traveler. Jim and his partner drove to Mexico twice, a trip that covered 17,000 
miles, in a Volkswagen. He visited Tulum when it consisted of no more than a small grass hut, and 
Cancun when the region was just being built. Together they visited most of the European countries at 
least once, enjoying and returning to Venice several times. "The Two Jims” as they were called by 
friends and family, had rich memories and interesting stories to share from their extensive travel 
experiences.
          Jim did a lot of behind-the-scenes work for AWS and had a reputation for being a top class 
proofreader. He attended  and worked at many AWS functions.      
          He will be missed by all who knew him for his good heart, generosity, love of travel, nature, 
animals, and gardening as well as his legendary sense of humor. His laugh and sense of humor will 
never be forgotten. 
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Along the Way 

In 2009, a friend asked him to attend a watercolor exhibition. Spino added, “That 

opened my eyes to watercolor and its possibilities.” Frank was hooked and told himself, “I can 

do this. Let me try.”  On a somber note, Frank quietly explained that his mother died in 2010. 

“The realization hit me that there wasn’t anyone ahead of me. That stark moment of mortality 

helped me understand, if I wanted to paint artistically, now was the time.”   And that decision 

evolved into five days a week, eight to ten hours a day of painting.  And he had a helping 

hand along the way. Frank continued, “Drawing well is a fundamental skill for a painter and I 

honed that as a sign painter but mixing color was always an issue for me.” He had the good 

fortune to study with Henry Hensche, who mentored Frank to better understand color and its 

ramifications, while learning about their predecessors, Charles Hawthorne and William Merritt 

Chase. “Hensche opened my eyes to color, and light and how to depict it. My artwork took a 

leap forward and Henry’s advice and direction was a defining moment for me.”  “Signature in 

AWS became a much sought-after goal for me.” Twelve serious years of painting got him 

there. Spino shared this story about his work and painting philosophy. “I was still making a 

living in the sign business, working five days a week. One day, I visited my mother and she 

asked what I did on my day off?  My answer was, “I painted watercolors all day.” His mom re-

plied, “That must have been fun.” Chuckling, I replied, “No, mom, it's really hard work.” Which 
reminded ArtSpeak of Picasso’s quote, “Art is damn hard work.”  “I don’t seek the spotlight 

but sometimes you have to be able to put yourself out there - learn to prematurely open the 

door labeled opportunity.” Spino continued, “I always wondered how to get my artwork in-to a 

museum. Taking the initiative, I sent a letter to the curator of the Cici and Hyatt Brown 

Museum in Daytona Beach which is home to the largest collection of Florida art. I asked 

about doing a show and was rejected. But by chance, the Director of the Museum of Arts and 

Science on the same campus, saw my request and artwork and promptly scheduled a show 

that lasted five months.” Frank concluded, “The best advice I have is to promote! Don’t 
wait for the knock on the door.”

continued on next page 

ArtSpeak
by Robert Fionda 
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       ArtSpeak is always interested in interviewing associate 
members who attain AWS signature status and ask them about 
experiences that helped them reach their goal. Frank Spino was 
kind enough to share some of his artistic journey with us. He 
responded, “It would be a pleasure to pass on personal milestones 
that might be beneficial to our membership.” 
       Frank spent a good portion of his career as a sign and later a 
billboard painter. Always with a paintbrush in hand and commercial 
problems that needed to be solved. “You learned quickly. If you 
didn’t get the image or message correct for the client, you didn’t get 
paid. That kind of lesson definitely helps to solidify your work habits. 
He stressed…so I had to get it right, and I learned not to fear 
changing things until they were right.” 

Robert Fionda
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Over the years, Frank is best known for his compositions with citrus. “It’s a 

theme I enjoy.  But I have been searching in a new direction… for a subject that 

speaks with a wider voice to a larger audience.” 

 While on vacation and exploring more about his Italian heritage he visited his 

family’s ancestral hill town near Campobasso. Church records showed his great-

grandfather was a contadino, which meant a man that works the soil; a farmer.  With 

that information and Spino’s enjoyment of the outdoors with its solitude and sense of 

freedom, he has been exploring landscape as a new subject matter. 

Frank explained, “Landscape is universal. It’s right there outside everyone’s 

door. You see it every day. Everyone can relate to landscape.” An avid kayaker, he 

has been able to experience the uncivilized glades, swamps, waterways and the ever-

changing characteristics of Florida cypress trees. This became Spino’s next 

challenge. “I want to capture this emotional experience and share it with others. Part 

of me is em-bedded in that watercolor paper when doing a landscape.”  So, Frank 

Spino continues on his artistic journey and given his philosophy and work ethic taking 

a new path along the way holds promise for the future. 

ArtSpeak is always interested in your response to our articles or any sugges-

tions for future articles. Please email with a proper subject title to: robtart@juno.com 

Let Us Know What You've Been Up To...

MATERIAL FOR THE NEXT ISSUE MUST REACH US BY October 1, 2022. 
SIGNATURE MEMBERS SEND  MATERIAL DIRECTLY TO THE EDITOR, Susannah 
Hart Thomer, AWS Newsletter Editor,  Newsletter@americanwatercolorsociety.org  or 

to   29 E. Church Road, Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462.   
SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES may send their material to the AWS office at 

info@americanwatercolorsociety.org or to 47 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003. 
Please indicate your membership status

5/16/2022 -6/30/2022 Michelson Museum of Art Marshall, TX

11/1/2022 -1/4/2023 Mooresville Arts 

1/23/2023 -3/23/2023 Fallbrook Art Center  

4/1/2023 - 4/29/2023 Middletown Arts Center 

7/27/2022 -10/3/2022 Pryor Art Gallery/Columbia State 

Mooresville, NC 

Fallbrook, CA 

Middletown, NJ

AWS TRAVEL SHOW SCHEDULE
The Travel Exhibition will be making the following stops. If you missed the New York 
show, here is a way you can catch a representative sample near you.

Columbia,, SC
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IMPORTANT:  BEFORE SUBMITTING NEWS FOR PUBLICATION, PLEASE

READ AND FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS AND DEADLINES!

When submitting news items, all events must be dated by month and year.  Events prior to December 1, 2022 will not 
be recorded, since this will be the Winter edition.  Editing may not include all information but is important for publishing 
information. 

News which may be printed  includes:  AWARDS, PUBLICATIONS, SOLO OR SMALL GROUP SHOWS, SOME INVI-
TATIONALS, SERVING ON JURIES, ADDITIONS TO PERMANENT COLLECTIONS, WORKS IN PRINT, SOME 
UNUSUAL ART ADVENTURES.   

WORKSHOPS ARE NOT INCLUDED.  ADMISSION OF ENTRIES TO JURIED EXHIBITIONS NOT INCLUDED.  IN-
CLUSION IN ART BIOGRAPHICAL PUBLICATIONS NOT USUALLY INCLUDED. 

We have a talented group of Signature and Associate Members and we are proud of all of you.  Election to member-
ship in other art groups is not published in our Newsletter, but may be put on file in the AWS office.  Congratulations to 
all our artists and to all who have received special recognition.   

Articles of interest by members are considered for use and are welcome, even though a limited number may be 
used. 

Please e-mail our AWS office at info@americanwatercolorsociety.org with questions about AWS. 

© 2022 American Watercolor Society, Inc.

Follow AWS on Social Media for News Updates
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Things happen every day at AWS.  Check us 
out Online for updates between newsletters.

To view this year's and past years' watercolor 
demonstrations, click below..

mailto:info@americanwatercolorsociety.org
https://instagram.com/american.watercolor.society
Patt Family
Cross-Out

https://www.americanwatercolorsociety.org/
https://facebook.com/americanwatercolor
https://youtu.be/J7fMfS6VWUM



