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Friday, April 28, 2023, we will be holding our General Meeting, at the 
Salmagundi Club, followed by a cocktail hour and our Awards Dinner. The guest 
speaker at the Dinner will be Anne Hevener, Editor-in-Chief of Artist's 
Magazine, Watercolor Artist and Pastel Journal. Hope you will join us; it is 
always lots of fun to meet your fellow artists and to see the best of watercolors 
for 2023.

Regards, 

Antonio Masi, AWS, D.F. 

This year marks our 156th continuous 
Exhibition. We are proud of this milestone in our 
career that only a few art organizations national 
or international can speak of. Our history is filled 
with alumni who encompass some of the great 
American names in art, Andrew Wyeth, Edward 
Hopper, Edgar Whitney and Winslow Homer to 
name a few.

This January the Jury of Selection met in person at the Salmagundi Club in 
New York City for the first time in three years and completed their task of 
selecting the artists for the 156th Annual Exhibition. A great thank you to Judi 
Betts, Ken Call, Ken Goldman and Eric Wiegardt who joined me on the Jury.  

To quote an old cliché, 
“nothing is better than 
the real thing.”  In late 
February, the Jury of 
Awards, comprised of 
Susan Weintraub, 
Ratinda Das and 
Denny Bond, will be 
selecting the awards.

2023 Jury of Selection (L-R) Ken Call, Antonio Masi, 
Ken Goldman, Eric Wiegardt, Judi Betts (seated)
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A selection of her watercolors and list of her distinctions can be found at: 
www.preslanart.com. 
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AMERICAN WATERCOLOR SOCIETY 
 WATERCOLOR EVENINGS 2023 

AWS John Salminen Live Zoom Demonstration
Reflections on Urban LandscapesReflections on Urban LandscapesReflections on Urban Landscapes

JOHN SALMINEN
     April 27, 2023

6-8PM EDT Live in
person or Live on Zoom

"For my demonstration, I will 
share the processes and 
techniques I employ to create 
my urban landscapes. In 
particular, I will share how I 
create wet, reflective streets, 
that can enliven the foreground 
and add atmosphere and 
mood to a scene.  I'll show 
how masks, lifts and wet 
blends can be an effective way 
to build an urban landscape." 

Residing in Duluth, Minnesota, for most of his life, John 
is an internationally acclaimed watercolorist known for 
his urban landscapes and expert skill of the medium. His 
paintings have an atmospheric feeling of light with his 
use of color and movement that portray the experience 
of living in a busy city in great detail. John is a life long 
teacher who enjoys doing workshops, making 
presentations and participating in painting events around 
the world. He values his one on one contact with 
students discussing ideas about creating paintings.

AWS John Salminen
In Person & Live Zoom Demonstration 
Registration Cost $15 (no refunds) 

Watch LIVE with Q&A
(also available for 3 weeks following the demonstration)

Registration link: https://JohnSalminen.eventbrite.com
In-person demo: students with valid student ID are only 
$5  (In-person tickets are at the door, night-of only.)

https://JohnSalminen.eventbrite.com
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NEW SIGNATURE MEMBERS

This year we welcome 29 new Signature Members  who will be adding  the AWS letters 
following their names. Below are highlights of  several new members of the Class of 
2023.  Welcome and congratulations to all of  you.

Pam Wenger is a Pennsylvania artist, best known for her 
portrait and figurative watercolor work. She has worked with 
local instructors and with artists Ted Nuttall and Charles Reid. 
She received her BA in Elementary Education from Messiah 
College and her Masters in Gifted Education from 
Shippensburg University. After a 35 year career in public 
education teaching gifted students and Instructional 
Technology to educators, she is now focusing on her artwork.

Pam’s work has been exhibited and won awards in Local, National, and International shows  
including the American Watercolor Society, National Watercolor Society, Pennsylvania 
Watercolor Society, Transparent Watercolor Society, Pennsylvania’s “Art of the State”, Baltimore 
Watercolor Society’s MidAtlantic, Pittsburgh Watercolor Society, Philadelphia Watercolor Society, 
Women in Watercolor, and Global Association of Watercolor Artists. She was recently featured on 
the cover of Artists Magazine as the winner of their 2022 Cover Competition.  She has also had 
artwork displayed in Splash Magazine, The Art of Watercolour Magazine, and Watercolor Artist 
Magazine.

As a retired teacher, Pam uses now her skills to teach watercolor workshops andpresent demon-
strations for local and national art organizations in person and online. She serves on the board of 
the PA Watercolor Society and on the board of her local arts council. Her art can be viewed at 
www.pamwenger.com , https://www.facebook.com/pamwengerwatercolor/, and on Instagram - 
https://www.instagram.com/pwenger32

Pam Wenger

Phil Babb, of Hazlehurst, WI, studied at the American Academy of 
Art in Chicago.  He has been an illustrator/storyboard artist for 
over 40 years, working with studios in Chicago, Los Angeles and 
New York. He started working in watercolor in 2015 and began 
getting into international exhibitions in 2017.  He has taken work-
shops with David R. Becker, Melinda Schnell, Andy Evansen, 
Sterling Edwards, Janet Walsh and Tony Couch.

He grew up painnitng with his dad, Richard Babb, Babb Signs, 
Trenton, MO. "He taught me to draw and letter and dig post holes 
for billboards.  I wanted to be  like him."

Phil Babb

"Motivation for me is looking at and studying the great work of other artists. I am privileged to 
work with many talented illustrators.  They do amazing work...and always on a deadline. My goal 
is to learn watercolor and paint full tiime."

http://www.pamwenger.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pamwengerwatercolor/
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Cathy Welner was born in Syracuse New York. She received a 
Bachelor of Science degree in education from the State University of 
New York at Cortland and continued graduate courses in art at The 
University of Akron, Akron, Ohio. She approached her art interests by 
taking lessons from experienced artists locally in NE Ohio, where she 
had come to reside, and workshops from around the country. 

She benefited greatly from the diverse techniques of these teachers. 
Some of her mentors were Lowell Ellsworth Smith, AWS, Fred Leach, 
DF, AWS, Alvaro Castagnet, AWS, Charles Ried, and Richard Schmid. 
As time evolved, she ultimately found her own pathway which persists 
to this day. 

Cathy has been teaching watercolor for over 50 years. She has served on the faculty of the 
Department of Continuing Education at the Cleveland Institute of Art and has taught classes and 
workshops nationally and internationally, including several at Lake Como, Italy.

She has won many awards and has been in numerous juried exhibitions including the American 
Watercolor Society International Annual Exhibition, Ohio Watercolor Society Annual Exhibition and 
the Butler Institute of Art Mid-year show. Most recently she has won the 2020 Gold medal for the 
Ohio Watercolor Society 43rd juried exhibition.

Her art has been featured in Watercolor Artist magazine, Artists and Illustrators magazine UK, 
galleries in New York, Colorado, Maine and Ohio and her work hangs in hundreds of private and 
corporate collections.

Stacy Lund Levy of Owings Mills, MD, attended Hood College in 
Frederick, MD, and Johns Hopkins School of Medicine where she 
received her Masters Degree in Medical and Biological illustration. 

Growing up, she was interested in all types of art: paintings in a 
gallery, photographs that illuminated the real side of human life, or 
even graffiti. "As I started on my journey there were many teachers 
and accomplished artists who helped me shape my own style. With 
these influences as my anchor, my friends and students are my 
daily mentors."  She finds that surrounding herself with people of 
varying levels of experience and expertise is not only enjoyable, it is 
the best way for her to be a life-long learner.

"I am consistently looking for subject matter for paintings in everyday life, and am typically 
inspired by scenes that include people.  My iPhone camera is my constant companion in this 
effort.  As an artist, I aspire to create work that challenges me in new ways with an infinite view 
of potential subjects. I'm energized as a teacher, where I am motivated to share my techniques 
and improve and evolve my skills."

Cathy Welner

Stacy Lund Levy
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Linda Koenig of Black Earth, WI, received her Bachelor of Arts and 
Master of Fine Arts in Painting from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. After completing graduate studies, she began her full time 
studio practice. Her work resides in the permanent collections of 
Columbia State Community College, Columbia, TN; Neville Public 
Museum, Green Bay, WI and RacineArt Museum, Racine, WI. 
“Influential to my work are the woodblock designs of Hokusai, the 
open vistas of the Hudson River Artists and Luminaries, the glowing 
rectangles of Mark Rothko. "Most importantly, my vision is informed 
by the daily study of the hills, waters and open skies that surround 
my rural southern Wisconsin home.”

She is a signature member of American Watercolor Society, Transparent Watercolor Society of
America and a professional member of Wisconsin Visual Artists. Selected juried exhibitions
include American Watercolor Society, New York, NY; Transparent Watercolor Society of
America, Neville Public Museum, Green Bay, WI (2nd Place Award, Purchase Award) and
Canton Museum of Art, Canton, OH; Western Colorado Watercolor Society, Western Colorado
Center for the Arts, Grand Junction, CO; Watercolor Wisconsin, Charles A. Wustum Museum of
Fine Arts, Racine, WI (Purchase Award); Beloit and Vicinity Exhibition, Wright Museum of Art,
Beloit, WI.

Christine Misencik-Bunn (Chris) began her career as a designer for 
American Greeting Cards upon receiving a BFA from Miami 
University. After additional graduate work, an MA in education from 
Hamilton University, teaching and working in various venues, Chris 
realized her greatest joy was teaching in the public school setting 
where she  remained for 30 years.
Chris continues to develop her personal technique as her work ever 
changes and grows in strength and personality. Only by trial and 
error and  studying books on Paul Klee, Paul Cezanne, Andrew 
Wyeth, Alex Powers and Mary Whyte did she achieve 
success.....practice, practice, practice!

Chris has been painting and entering competitions since 2011. She 
is a signature member of  TWSA, WW-Master, PWS (Sylvan 
Grouse), KWS, MOWS, OWS to list a few. Chris Misencik-Bunn

Her work has earned many awards including: High Winds Medal, AWS, 2022;  Alden Bryan 
Memorial Medal, AWS, 2017; Gold Award, KWS, 2021;  2nd Place PWS,2021; The Combined 
Donor Award XV, NWS, 2020;  Gold Medal, OWS, 2022 and 2019;  Zoltan Szabo Founder's 
Award, TWSA, 2019; Tom Fong Memorial Award, WW, 2019 and 2020. She has been published 
in major watercolor magazines  and won  Honorable Mention in Watermedia Showcase featured 
in Watercolor Artist Magazine,  2017 and 2020. Chris has paintings published in Splash: The Best 
of Watercolor, series, 14-23. She was one of the artist selected to represent USA in Fabriano , 
Italy,  2020 - 2023. Her work has been in International exhibitions in China, Italy and Spain. Her 
commissions are displayed in businesses and homes throughout the USA. 

Linda Koenig
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Audrey Montgomery is a 1983 graduate of Auburn University’s School of 
Architecture and currently works full time with her husband at their own 
firm in Beaufort, South Carolina. She enjoys working in Architecture 
because of the creativity it allows. She has been drawing and painting 
throughout her life. It was not until 2009 however, after taking a drop-in 
watercolor class, that she became serious about painting. 

“Working full time does not allow much time for painting. I find my most 
creative time is early morning so ideally I am up and painting by 5 am. 
That allows about 2 hours of painting a day during the week. I often make 
up for time lost on weekends and paint 6-8 hours or more on those days.

I enjoy photography and painting from photographs. Because of my schedule most of my 
references are still-life images. When I am in engrossed in a painting, time flies by and I have a 
hard time leaving it to do the other things life demands. I learn more every time I paint in 
watercolors. My goal is to continue learning and evolving as an artist. I hope that I can maintain 
this passion.”

Audrey Montgomery

Frederick Brosen’s watercolors have been featured in over 30 
solo museum and gallery exhibitions across the country, most 
recently at Hirschl and Adler Modern in NYC in February 2020, 
his sixth solo show with the gallery. In Spring 2024 the Museum of 
the City of New York will exhibit a series of large watercolors 
depicting the four seasons in Central Park.
His watercolors have been the subject of numerous solo museum 
exhibitions, in 2012 at the South Street Seaport Museum, in 2006 
at the Museum of the City of New York and in 2002 at the Frye 
Museum in Seattle. The exhibition American Dreamland: Coney 
Island featured two of his large works and traveled to several 
museums across the country, ending in 2016 at the Brooklyn 
Museum.

In 2006 a monograph on his NYC watercolors, Still New York, with an introduction by Ric Burns, 
was published by Vendome Press, and in 2012 he was awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award by his alma mater, The City College of New York. He is the recipient of numerous grants 
and awards, including two Pollack-Krasner Grants. His work is in the permanent collection of 
over 20 museums, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, The New York Historical Society, 
the Museum of the City of New York and the Frye Museum in Seattle. His work has been 
represented by Hirschl and Adler modern since 2005. 
His education includes a BFA from CCNY, Magna cum Laude, 1976, and an MFA from Pratt 
Institute, 1979. His teaching credits over the last 35 years include the National Academy of 
Design, Pratt Institute, Lehman College and for the last several years at the Art Students 
League of New York, where he continues to conduct workshops throughout the year. He 
conducts yearly travel workshops, including a planned April 2023 Florence adventure.  Private 
individual lessons are also available via Zoom or in person.
Mr. Brosen is proud to have been designated an ARC Associate Living Master last year. 
In August this year a group of his Provincetown watercolors will be shown at the William-Scott 
Gallery there.

Rick Brosen
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Originally from Spain, Lana Privitera graduated from the Fine Arts School 
of Zaragoza, where she majored in Fashion Design and Art History. After 
working in Advertising for a few years, she moved to the USA in the early 
1990s.
While living in NJ, Lana honed her watercolor skills by completing a large 
number of pet, people, and homes portraits. By the late 1990s, though, she 
transitioned to painting larger, more complex award-winning architectural-
themed pieces.
She moved to the Hudson Valley, NY, in 2002, where she spent most of 
the following decade devoted exclusively to family life. She finally returned 
to painting and teaching watercolors full time in 2015.

With so much negativity already present in our daily lives, Lana chooses her themes and the objects 
in her Still Lifes carefully, always trying to elicit pleasant memories in her viewers. For her, being able 
to make people happy even for a few minutes while they look at her work, is truly a very appealing 
and rewarding task.    To date, Lana’s watercolors have gathered a long list of awards in art
competitions all over the US. She has also participated in Invitationals in Greece, Italy, Spain, Russia, 
Canada and several other countries, winning awards in a number of them as well.
Her work has been featured in diverse prestigious Art publications, most notably: “Splash - Best of 
Watercolor” editions #21 and #22”, “L’Art de l’Acquarelle Magazine” Summer 2020 issue (4-page 
feature article); “Watercolor Artist Magazine” August 2020 issue (10 page feature); and more recently, 
“Pratique des Arts Magazine” Issue #166 (6 page feature), and another feature page in the 
“Watercolor Artists Magazine” Spring 2023 issue.
In addition to The American Watercolor Society, Lana has Signature status in NWS, PWCS, NEWS 
and a few others.
Lana Privitera has been an art instructor for over 15 years and offers Watercolor Workshops and 
Demos Online and In-person in the US. You can find more about her workshops by visiting her 
website. www.lanaprivitera.com

Lana Priivitera

Jennifer Annesley is a Canadian artist whose professional art career 
began in 1989 upon graduating with Bachelor of Fine Arts from the 
University of Alberta. Her work is extensively exhibited and has received 
significant awards including the A.J. Casson Medal, the highest water-
colour award from the Canadian Society of Painters in Water Colour. 
Jennifer’s paintings are collected worldwide and included in major public 
collections.
Jennifer was elected by jury to the Canadian Society of Painters 

in Watercolour (CSPWC) and the Federation of Canadian Artists (FCA) in the year 2000. In 2021 she 
received her Senior designation (SFCA) from the FCA, their highest designation achievable, awarded to 
only 8 artists across Canada that year. She has served on the board of the CSPWC as director and as 
Chairperson for the CSPWC’s 96th Annual International Open Exhibition. Her work has been 
represented by prominent Canadian Galleries, including Canada House Gallery in Banff, Alberta (2009 
to present.)
Her background in fine arts at the UofA provided a foundation in painting, draftsmanship, and theory, 
refining her appreciation for the aesthetic sensibilities of the Old Masters and historic architecture. 
Jennifer's creative practice is based on exploring architecture and remote landscapes at home and 
abroad, recording details and lighting conditions with a camera and notebook.  her technique
is planned and meticulous, with the design and drawing stages a critical foundation. 

Jennifer Annesley
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Olga Litvinenko graduated from the Academy of Painting, 
Sculpture and Architecture in St.-Petersburg, Russia.

In each picture so I try to draw watercolor to glow, live their lives, I 
want to catch the beautiful moments, convey a warm glow of light 
and create a world on the verge of dream and reality. Save 
freshness, transparency watercolor -one of the most important for 
me. The artist does not cease to constantly learn from nature, from 
the outside world. We receive lessons every day, learn to see and 
understand the world around us. The more we see, recognize, the 
more interesting our creativity. The main lesson - not to lose touch 
with a delicate, spiritual perception of the world. 

For me, Watercolor is limitless, with many options for techniques, color solutions, etc. Watercolor 
– for me it is the way to freedom in creativity! I get great satisfaction and replenishment of vitality
coming into contact with this wonderful kind of graphic art! Today, this gentle and most beautiful
of techniques, like a "flying moment" is experiencing its Renaissance .

Olga Litvinenko

Jose Sebourne, Philadelphia, PA, has a Bachelor of Arts from Temple 
University, Tyler School of Art, and a teaching certification.  Upon 
graduating, he accepted a full-time position at Prudential AARP 
Operations in Fort Washington, Pennsylvania, as a Graphic Designer. 
He also did freelance graphic designs for various agencies in the 
Philadelphia area. In 1995, at the Trotting Horse Museum, 19th National 
Annual Exhibition in NYC, Jose was awarded the Grumbaucher Gold 
Medal, for his artwork titled, “Staci at a Glance.” Jose was accepted in 
the American Watercolor Society (AWS) show in NYC, where his artwork 
titled, “Midnight Watch” traveled across the US. Jose currently provides 
art instruction to students at Northeast High School in Philadelphia, PA. 
However, his love for teaching began in his youth where he instructed 
students at summer camps.

In 2004, he taught at the Career and Academic Development Institute, an accelerated alternative 
high school, founded by the late Rev. Leon Sullivan, designated to serve the community with the 
mantra of “Helping people help themselves.” Jose was a former board member of the Philadelphia 
Watercolor Society. In 2004, he was commissioned by the University of Pennsylvania to produce 
three awards to be presented to The Governor, a Congressman, and a Physician for their support 
for the fight against HIV/AIDS and his award design was chosen to be the annual representation 
for this event. Also In 2004 he was the recipient of the African American Visual Artist Master Artist 
Award for the Tri-State Area. He worked in collaboration with the late Keith Haring along with kids 
from CityKids Foundation (New York) and Brandywine Workshop (Philadelphia) on a mural titled, 
“We the Youth'', originally painted in 1987 and is located at 22nd and Ellsworth Street in 
Philadelphia, PA. His work has been displayed in numerous galleries and Museums both locally 
and nationally. It can be found in the permanent collection of the Brandywine Print Workshop and 
is represented by the David Holtzman’s gallery in Atlantic City, NJ. In 2022, Jose’s watercolors 
were displayed at the West Chester Art Association in West Chester, PA., and his artwork titled, 
“The Flutist”, was accepted and selected to travel with the American Watercolor Society (AWS). 
Jose operates his own gallery in the West Oak Lane section of Philadelphia.  

Jose Sebourne
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Artist and Illustrator, John Jude Palencar is a rarity among modern artists, 
mixing meticulous technique reminiscent of the old masters with a soaring, 
darkly surreal imagination. There are touches of Bosch and Da Vinci in his 
visual allegories of nether-world landscapes and doomed characters.  For more 
than forty five years he has created book covers and received honors for his 
contributions to the field of illustration including Gold and Silver Medals from the 
Society of Illustrators - (NYC), Gold & Silver Book Awards from Spectrum as 
well as their “Grand Master Award”, and six Chesley Awards from the 
Association of Science Fiction and Fantasy Artists (ASFA) including their 
Lifetime Achievement Award presented in Yokohama, Japan.John Jude 

Palencar

His paintings have appeared on hundreds of book covers in over thirty countries for such renowned 
authors as H. P. Lovecraft, Ursula LeGuin, Marion Zimmer Bradley, P.D. James, Charles deLint, 
Octavia Butler, David Brin, R. L. Stine, George R.R. Martin, J.R.R. Tolkein and Stephen King to name 
a few. His cover paintings for the “Inheritance Cycle”, by Christopher Paolini, have appeared on the 
New York Times Best Seller List. (Paolini named Eragon’s birthplace “Palancar Valley”, after John.)

He has also created illustrations for Time Magazine, Smithsonian Magazine, National Geographic 
Magazine and Nat. Geo. Television, Lucas Arts, Paramount Pictures, Vivendi Universal and many 
others.

As a painter, John has been the artist-in-residence at the Cill Rialaig Artist Retreat
Village in County Kerry, Ireland, where his personal paintings were included in a special
group exhibition entitled, “Images of Ireland” held at the National Museum in
Dublin. He has exhibited in numerous group and solo exhibitions throughout the U.S..

Palencar has also been a “visiting artist” and lecturer at several colleges and universities.

Charlotte Bynar, Flagstaff, AZ, is a self-taught watercolor artist, stating, 
“Work diligently to understand the medium. To state that one can master the 
medium would imply that one’s education can be completed, which is not the 
case." She has exhibited worldwide, including her collage portrait of David 
Bowie, which he featured in his five-year, worldwide traveling exhibition, 
"David Bowie Is" by the Victoria and Albert Museum.
In Charlotte’s thirty-year career, she has been awarded the People’s Choice 
Award by the Spriggs Gallery, the two-time recipient of the Scholastics Art 
Award by Americans Outstanding Names and Faces, and the Nicholas Reale 
Memorial Award from the American Watercolor Society (AWS). Charlotte has 
been a member of the Woman Made Gallery, the National Watercolor 
Society (NWS), the California Watercolor Association (CWA), the American 
Watercolor Society (AWS), and the National Association of Women Artists 
(NAWA).Charlotte Bynar

“My intention as a painter is to represent our psychological battles visually. When we lay eyes
on a stranger or a friend, it can be very misleading. They may appear outwardly calm and
collected, but inwardly they may be struggling, overwhelmed, or swimming in a current of
unrelenting sorrow. The only indication of their inner struggle might be reflected in the
individual’s coping skills: they reach for a drink or light a cigarette. By addressing these
psychological battles through visual representation, I hope individuals will know they are not
alone and find constructive ways to approach these issues.”
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With no formal training, Antonio Darden enrolled into Santa Fe 
Community College, completing the beginning art classes that were 
needed to enroll in and complete Color Theory and Advanced Color 
Theory and Design. His work as a successful hair colorist and hair color 
educator for Framesi International, has allowed him to travel to many 
places around the world and throughout the USA. 
Antonio started painting in October 2014 and entering shows in 2015, and 
has not stopped since. Antonio is an avid plein air and Studio painter, 
building on the foundations of composition, value and local color and 
continuing to experiment and hone his personal style. Daily life drawing 
and plein air painting and studying from many renowned artists have 
elevated his practice in Santa Fe, NM. 

"As an artist I always look for the stories of real life struggles and despair, then as best as I can, 
relay the story in my painting. I am elevated to another space when painting. Creating atmosphere 
and light to tell a story to the viewer is the most rewarding experience I have ever had. I enjoy 
breaking down what is in front of me into shapes and reorganizing them into a composition that 
evokes memories and feelings. I strive to only imply detail, this allows you, the viewer, to fill in the 
information and create their own story." 

Antonio Darden

Lana Cease, from Port Charlotte, FL,  says, "My initial painting 
training came from my own mother who was an oil painter.  My 
childhood was spent attending arts and crafts fairs selling her 
wares and selling some of my own for pocket money.   I take 
at least one workshop every year frequently in other media 
which does help me as a watercolorist.  I am mainly self 
taught."

"Most of my art comes from a place of healing.  I rarely know 
why I'm drawn to a subject until it's done and then I realize that 
it takes me to a happy memory.  I like to challenge myself to 
create something I'd never thought I could do before.  If I don't 
start a painting a little scared or unsure of how to make it 
happen, then I don't really feel challenged by it." Lana Cease

Stephanie Goldman is known for her richly colored figures, insightful 
portraits, bold miniatures, dynamic watercolors & drawings. She 
studied at the University of Humanistic Studies. She considers among 
her mentors, Ken Goldman, Wolf Kahn and Nelson Shanks as well as 
the many well known and less well known masters of the early and 
late Renaissance. "I am greatly inspired by the trials, tribulations and 
ecstatic states of the human condition. My paintings reflect a personal 
portrayal and story-telling of the individual struggles and triumphs in a 
life fully lived. I have certain muses/models that I paint from over and 
over again as they embody the emotional and physical characteristics 
of the feelings I seek to express. I have a loving and supportive family 
that enjoys life and contributes positively to society."Stephanie Goldman
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Francoise Olivier studied at Ecole d’Architecture de Paris-Belleville in 
Paris, France:  Architecte DPLG ( Diplômée par le Gouvernement) 
Raymond Lemaire International Centre for Conservation in Leuven 
( KUL), Belgium: Master in Restoration of Monuments and Sites.  She has 
been a practicing professional architect during 30 years in France and in 
Belgium (social and private housing buildings, public buildings as town 
hall, education and sport buildings, restoration of Monuments in Belgium 
such as the Opera House of Liege and Brussels, among others). 

Then she moved to St Louis, USA, where she started to paint watercolor. She became a member of 
the St Louis Watercolor Society in 2015 and took the position of Graphics and Design in the Board, 
including creation of catalogues for the two annual exhibits. 

She attended watercolor painting workshops in the USA and abroad, learning the technics and 
visions of watercolor masters and sharing her passion for the medium with other artists. She has 
studied under great artists as Thomas Schaller, Alvaro Castagnet, John Lovett, Charles Reid, 
Sterling Edwards, Chien Chung Wei. 
She also started urban sketching and attended a workshop with Jim Richards in Costa Rica in 
2018 ; she attended the Annual International Symposium of Urban Sketchers in Porto in 2018 and in 
Amsterdam in 2019.

"My first contact with watercolor was for architecture renderings: as a student and young 
professional I used it for bringing color in very precise drawings. When I came back to it, after 30 
years, I wanted to get rid of professional drawings and explore the medium as a way to express my 
feelings, looking for freedom, painting loose. I like to paint the world around me, including scenes of 
everyday life, in a positive way. I paint a moment, I paint the feeling of beauty of a landscape, a city, 
a building, an emotion between people, a particular energy. I like to make connections; and I like to 
give the viewer space for interpretation, imagination.

From 2020 to 2022, I painted a series of « 36 Views of St Louis », based on the choice of 36 women 
in my St Louis life of their preferred place in St Louis- I wanted to try to catch a positive identity of the 
city-. This series has been exhibited in May and June 2022 in the Central Library of St Louis and has 
been published in a catalogue."

Bruce Handford says "I have been interested in and enjoying the 
fascinating challenging medium of watercolor my whole life. After 
retiring from a long career in law enforcement and raising a family with 
my wife Peggy, I have been able to paint full time in the  past 23 years. 
I am mostly self- taught but had taken workshops early on with a 
couple of Edgar Whitney's disciples, Tony Couch and Frank Webb."

Among his awards is the 43rd Transparent Watercolor Society of 
America John Singer Sargent Award of Merit. In addition to  his new 
Signature status with AWS he is a member of the National Watercolor 
Society, Transparent Watercolor Society (Master status), Watercolor 
West and the Northeast Watercolor Society. 11
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Francois Olivier

Bruce Handford
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Yi Zhang

Yi Zhang, from Shanghai, holds a Masters Degree in Architecture 
and worked as Design Principal of a few international Architecture 
firms, such as MG2 in Seattle. She has been an architect for more 
than 20 years, leading a team to design more than 2 million square 
meters of buildings. Some of those projects have won design 
awards. She has loved painting since she was very young  and 
started working in watercolor when she was 18, taking a few 
international Master Courses. She favors working on subjects from 
urban architecture, animals and flowers. Her professional under-
standing of urban architecture has been integrated into watercolor, 
and has created its own form of expression in an impressionistic and 
surreal way.

She feels that painting is not only the description and expression of scenery, but also can 
stimulate human reflection on many issues. She held a personal watercolor painting exhibition 
with the theme of "animals and cities" in 2021 in Shanghai, for the environmental protection 
theme. She also participated in many watercolor activities with women's themes and charity 
themes, and her watercolor teaching activities in China are meant to open a romantic watercolor 
journey for more people.  Her works have been selected for exhibitions by AWS, IWS, IMWA 
and other international watercolor exhibitions.

Edward Abrams has always been an artist. As a young boy in 
Cleveland, he saw an exhibit of Henri Matisse and started art 
classes. He studied at the Cleveland Institute of art and was 
included in exhibitions, one juried by Richard Diebenkorn. He 
needed to earn a living. His first job was with American Greeting 
cards where they nurtured artists and encouraged them to do 
outside exhibits.

There was an exciting art climate in Los Angeles in the 60s so Ed 
came out west to show his work. While exhibiting, he worked in 
advertising and became the Graphic Design chief of a major department store, winning many 
awards in the L.A. area and from the American Advertising Federation. After a time, the work in 
advertising became too narrow for him and he moved out into broader work. Freelancing he 
could put his painting skills to work and he did many award winning jobs for major publishers 
including Harcourt Brace, Westways and Atlantic Monthly to name a few. 

Edward’s list of awards and accomplishments are too numerous to list. Spanning from the 
1980’s to the 2020s he has been recognized for his excellence as an artist and illustrator on an 
international level.

Edward Abrams
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Ann Smiga Greene received a BS degree in Medical Laboratory 
Technology from Saint Francis University and pursued a career in the
healthcare industry. Her artistic journey began after college graduation 
when she took a watercolor class at the local high school. “Love at first 
splash” occurred the first time she saw cerulean blue pigment blossom on 
wet watercolor paper. Ann painted for fun while continuing her career as a 
clinical lab tech, then as a healthcare information technology analyst. In 
2004 Ann decided to approach her artwork more seriously. She attended 
workshops with accomplished artists whose work she admired, including 
celebrated artists Barbara Nechis; Frank Webb; Eric Weigardt; Karen 
Rosasco; Pat Dews; Judi Betts; Gerald Brommer; Skip Lawrence; Nancy 
Barch; Ratindra Das; Sterling Edwards; Fabio Cembranelli; Robert 
Burridge; and Linda Kemp. From each of the artists and from their 
workshops, Ann gained additional knowledge and techniques with which to 
bolster her own evolving expertise.

Ann Smiga Greene

Ann lives in the beautiful, rural farm country of Sussex County, NJ with her husband David (her most 
ardent supporter) and daughter Ina (equestrian extraordinaire). Her son Zack lives in Austin, TX 
(pursuing his dream at Collings Guitars). Ann teaches watercolor classes in her home studio and an 
adult class at the Kittatinny Regional High School. She was recently elected President of the New 
Jersey Water Color Society.

“Most artists create, I believe, not simply because they want to, but because an internal force drives 
them. It gnaws at them until they begin their art and continues until they complete it. Creating art is 
not just something that I do; it is part of who I am. I create art to express my ideas and use my 
imagination. I enjoy the excitement of handling the actual paint and paper. I enjoy seeing with varying 
perspectives; trying something new; making emotional connections and working without a map. 
These are all parts of my creative process. Every time I put a brush to paper, I take another step on 
my journey as a visual artist.”

Residing in Hong Kong, Jianzhong Wu is commissioned for his graphic 
design works and currently focuses most on being a great father. 
Jianzhong’s watercolor paintings have been widely collected and are 
repeatedly acknowledged by both AWS and NWS, with his 2021 
submission for the 154th AWS Annual Exhibition receiving their esteemed 
Mary Bryan Memorial Medal.

He observes the details in his everyday life through a calm and gentle 
mind, one that of being a frame drum player, with a silent rhythm inbuilt. As 
a watercolorist, he paints nondescript subjects - unrhetorical scenes, plain 
faces or purely simple faucets he wants to express a mood of. Never 
adorned, never grand nor ostentatious, but one that captures the magic of 
light and texture, his paintings tell of his appreciation of life as it is how heJianzhong Wu

lives it. In Buddhism, he recalls a phrase “a world in a wild flower, and a bodhi in a leaf”.
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Michael Holter holds a bachelor’s degree in art education from Mayville 
State University that allowed him to teach secondary art for five years. He 
then went on and received an MA in Visual Communication and began a 
many faceted career in commercial art and marketing ending up operating 
his own design studio and gallery. He has been painting watercolors since 
the 70’s but began a singular focus in 2011. Since then he has received 
acclaim as a workshop instructor, jurist and watercolorist having received 
awards and signature membership is societies such as the National 
Watercolor Society, The Transparent Watercolor Society, The American 
Impressionist Society, The Watercolor Honor Society, The Southwestern 
Watercolor Society and many more. Michael is a member of the 
Salmagundi Club.

His work has received numerous awards, been published in the NorthLight Books issues of Splash 
16 through 21 and has been selected four times to the Fabriano (Italy) Watermedia Exhibition and 
also the World Watercolor Competition in Taiwan. He was one of three US artists selected to travel 
to China in 2019 for the International Watercolor Week Exhibition and plein air painting activities in 
Shanxxi Province, Beijing, and Quingdao. He has been on the teaching faculty of the 2018 and 
2019 Plein Air Convention and Watercolor Live 2020 and 2022. Michael has released three DVDs 
from Creative Catalyst Productions, 7 Steps to Landscape Painting in Watercolor, 7 Steps to 
Portraits in Watercolor, and Watercolor Landscapes from Photos.

Michael Holter

Kimberly Meuse is self-taught in her style of watercolor 
painting, after an introductory course in college where she 
studied Graphic Design opened the door to the wonders and 
challenges of the medium. The graphic design world focuses 
on simplifying messages, while Kimberly's eye consistently 
sought the finer points and sumptuous detail. After a decade 
of working in corporate design, she followed her heart to fine 
art and watercolor.

Taking watercolor painting from a generally loose 
methodology to create works that defy the confines of 
representational painting, she has surmounted the challenges 
inherent in water-based media to create exquisitely deep, rich 
paintings that have become a career-long passion.

Things happen every day at AWS.  Check us out online for updates between 
newsletters:
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanWatercolor/
https://www.instagram.com/american.watercolor.society/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-watercolor-society-inc/

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanWatercolor
https://www.instagram.com/american.watercolor.society/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-watercolor-society-inc/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/AmericanWatercolor/
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Richard Hanson, of Fort Dodge, IA, says his goal as an 
artist is "to create paintings that are personally compelling 
and in line with the visual statement I was attempting at the 
time of completion."

In addition to AWS he is a Signature Member of the Iowa 
Watercolor Society, National Watercolor Society, San Diego 
Watercolor Society, Watercolor Honor Society.

He graduated from University of Northern Iowa with a 
degree in Art Education and received his Masters in Arts, 
Painting at Minnesota State University.

Wenqing He was born in a small county in northwest China on 
December 30, 1966. "I loved Painting when I was young. I began to 
study Painting formally from middle school. I graduated from Xi'an 
Academy of Fine Arts in 1987 and completed my studies in the oil   
Painting department of this college.

Due to my artistic achievements, I was invited to serve as a  part-time 
professor in the art major of local universities since 2016 to guide the 
art practice of college students and graduates.

Through my watercolor painting, I have also influenced more people 
around me to like and understand watercolor painting.
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Yan Liang is interested in knowledge and likes self-study. His 
paintings come from his rich experience and accumulation, rather 
than from certain methods and schools. Because of this 
characteristic, he mastered several professions, and became a 
senior interior designer, photographer and Chinese painter before 
retirement. He loves painting, and for a long time, he is looking for 
an artistic possibility that is more suitable for him. During his retire 
year 2015, he was attracted by the charm of watercolor painting 
and found that could be his artistic home since watercolor can 
completely and naturally combine what he has learned in art 
(Chinese calligraphy, Chinese painting, sketch, print, oil painting, 
architecture, design, etc.) into one and make his painting a unique 
work. He began to study watercolor painting by himself. In the 
process of learning watercolor, he studied the painting techniques 
of many masters of watercolor such as Durer, Turner, Loren, Zorn, 
Homer and Wise. They all were his favorite and always inspire him. 

His work “Silver Earrings” was selected in the 50th exhibition of the Louisiana Watercolor 
Society(LWS) and won the first cash prize in 2019. "Commemorating the 10th Anniversary 
of the Wenchuan Earthquake” was selected in the 153th Annual International Open 
Exhibition of the American Society.

Yan Liang

In 2013, Joanna Barnum became a Signature Member of the 
Baltimore Watercolor Society, and served on the Board of 
Governors as Newsletter Editor from 2013-2022. This 
experience introduced her to the world of watercolor 
societies, their rich history, and the thriving communities 
around them.

In 2016, She began attending the IX Arts convention in 
Reading, PA, an event devoted to Imaginative Realism in 
traditional painting. Her exposure to, and friendships with, the 
artists from this community have significantly impacted the 
direction of her work and career over the past 7 years. 
"I use watercolor to simultaneously express universal 
emotional states and the unique spirits of my portrait 
subjects. I balance experimental, abstract use of media with 
carefully observed realism. I use masking fluid non- Joanna Barnumtraditionally, in large rough swaths, to “splice” together 
imagery, often multiple views of the portrait, or combining the portrait with other imagery. 
My hope is that the viewer may feel a sense of commonality or vicarious catharsis 
through the emotions conveyed, which include the exploration of female rage as well as 
more subtle emotions such as mindfulness, nostalgia, and longing. However, it is 
important to me to also portray my subjects as individuals, rather than generic symbols or 
decorative objects."

SAVE THE DATE
Watercolor Evening 2023----April 27 6PM EDT----live on Zoom or live in person at the 
Salmagundi Club.  Attend live or via Zoom----$15.  Students only $5 for live demonstration 
with ID. Turn back to page 2 for furuther detals.
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2023 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS ONLINE EXHIBITION
Entry Dates March 2 – May 2, 2023 

Online Exhibition Dates June 7th – August 20th, 2023

AWARDS
1st Place - $1,500 2nd Place - $1,000 
 3rd Place - $500  3 Awards of Merit

Juror of Selection – Timothy Gaydos, AWS, D.F.
Juror of Awards – Stephen Quiller, AWS, D.F. 

• This exhibition is open to all current AWS Associate Members
• Eligible media: watercolor, acrylic, casein, gouache, egg tempera
• Work must be water media on paper (Yupo is accepted)  No other surfaces

accepted.
• No collage, pastels, class work, digital images, any form of print or

reproductions.
• Artist’s original work only. No class work. No work done under supervision.

No copies or likenesses of another artist’s work including published source
or reference work not attributable to the artist.

• One entry per artist.
• No work previously exhibited with the American Watercolor Society may be

submitted
• Artists may not substitute another work for and accepted work.

Complete Prospectus with all entry information 
available soon on our WEBSITE

https://americanwatercolorsociety.org/
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ArtSpeak
by Robert Fionda 

Robert Fionda
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While on winter vacation in Florida, ArtSpeak noticed the marquee on 
the ArtCenter Manatee in Bradenton. It announced, “AWS 154th 
International Traveling Exhibition”. Which prompted us to stop and 
speak with the director, Carla Nierman, about the history and the 
concept of the travel exhibition on ArtCenter Manatee and its effect 
on their community. Historically, the AWS travel show has its roots 
dating back to 1905. The society established annual rotary (traveling) 
exhibitions to extend their presence outside of New York City. From 
1922 to 1931, the society combined exhibition venues with the New 
York WaterColor Club (founded in 1890), and in January 1941 these 
two organizations merged under the name of the American
Watercolor Society and created a new constitution. With the mission 
“to foster the appreciation of watercolor media, and to advance 
education in support of this end.”

Nierman commented, “Basically our missions coincide. Education is 
an important component of ArtCenter Manatee; with emphasis on 
fostering a welcoming, professional environment that allows for 
educating novice and experienced artists of all ages. Nierman 
continued, “The art center also provides galleries to exhibit and 
market original artwork and enhance the visual arts in Manatee 
County through special events and outreach programs. Our goal is to 
make art accessible to all.”

The art center was founded by six like-minded artists in 1937 
and has evolved in scope and size over its 84 year history. 
Providing a wealth of instructional classes, special events and 
exhibit space that is ideal for hosting a 40 piece AWS travel 
exhibition.
ArtSpeak asked, “So how did AWS and ArtCenter Manatee connect?” Nierman explained, “As the 
story goes, it was a simple phone call from AWS looking to expand its venue. That was the starting 
point. We said yes and the show has evolved into a bi-annual event for us.” Which made ArtSpeak 
think of Helen Napoli making that original contact. An extraordinary volunteer who handled the 
logistics for the AWS Travel Show for years. AWS Executive Director, John Patt concurred, “Helen 
Napoli was a sweetheart as well as a hard worker.  She represented AWS to the venues as a 
buttoned-up operation, which it certainly is, and when she passed away her loss was felt by many.” 
That position for AWS is open and John Patt added, “The Travel Show is fully booked for the 
2022-2023 Season and we are now filling in slots for the 2023-2024 tour. But we would welcome an 
AWS member to volunteer to be Helen's replacement.  Anyone interested can email me and we can 
arrange a time to discuss the possibility.”
ArtSpeak learned the basic operation of the Travel Show (now international in content) has not 
changed greatly over the years. Patt emphasized, “We still have to work far in advance because 
that's what local galleries do. We try to be flexible because we understand that's what the galleries 
need.  We provide promotional support and share venue promotional ideas to maximize the success 
of the exhibition.”

  

Carla Nierman
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Frank Webb, an internationally recognized watercolor artist who 
called Pittsburgh home for 94 years and designated a Living 
Legend by the American Watercolor Society, passed away on 
Sunday August 28, 2022. A professional artist for more than 70 
years, Webb leaves a legacy of vibrant and energetic paintings on 
the walls of numerous museums, and hundreds of delighted 
patrons. As an instructor, Frank led and inspired thousands of 
students around the world to move beyond a technical display, to 
be creative while guided by good design principles. His paintings 
have received over 125 major awards and have been exhibited 
around the world. You are welcome to visit his website 
(frankwebbartstudio.com) or his Wikipedia page.

George "Neal" Huntley, honorary member of AWS, died 
after a seven-year battle with kidney cancer on October 15, 
2022. He was 89 years old. Neal was born in Los Angeles, 
California as the second of three children of Mildred and Tim 
Huntley, a family of actors going back multiple generations. 
Unlike his parents, Neal was more science inclined. While 
spending much of his youth using his ham radio to contact 
users around the world, Neal graduated as valedictorian from 
Canoga Park High School at sixteen and then went on to 
receive a Master's degree from California Institute of 
Technology (CalTech) in Chemical Engineering. 

Upon graduation, Neal married the love of his life, Charlotte Grace Irwin, in 1955, went on 
their honeymoon, and returned to begin work for Clorox for the next forty years until his 

Frank is survived by his devoted wife of nearly 73 years, Barbara Ann Smith “Smitty” Webb, of 
Wilkinsburg, PA; son, Christopher Webb (Jane Romeo) of Cleveland, OH; Daughters Wendy 
Kumer (Michael) of Pittsburgh, and Becky Rinehart (John) of Dover, PA; Sister, Pauline 
Rowles of Sullivan, IL;  five grandchildren, and three great grandchildren.  Frank was born in 
North Versailles, PA in 1927.  He served in the US Navy in 1945-46 and then attended the Art 
Institute of Pittsburgh, where he met Smitty.  He then served an additional term in the Navy 
from 1950-1951, after which he ran a successful commercial art business, Phillips Studio from 
1950 – 1979.  After retiring from the commercial art field, and heeding Smitty’s advice, Frank 
successfully immersed himself as a watercolor painter, lecturer, juror and writer. 

The Christian faith was always an important dimension for Webb that guided not only his art, but 
his life. He served his congregations over the years in a variety of roles including: Elder, Council 
Member, and Sunday School Teacher.  He served his congregations over the years in a variety 
of roles including: Elder, Council Member, and Sunday School Teacher. In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that you consider donations to The American Watercolor Society or to First Trinity 
Lutheran Church.
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IN MEMORIAM

We lost a world of talent in the past year. They taught us...inspired us...but most importantly 
they were our dear, dear friends...

Neal and Charlotte Huntley

Frank Webb - Master of Ceremonies

Patt Family
Cross-Out

Patt Family
Cross-Out

Patt Family
Cross-Out
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retirement. After a brief stint in the Army, Neal and Charlotte moved to Lafayette, CA, 
("God's Country") in 1960, moved briefly to Tampa in 1962 with their four-year-old son where 
they had two more sons, taught skindiving and SCUBA diving in their free time, and then back 
to Lafayette fifteen months later to raise their three children. In the 60's, Neal and Charlotte 
became involved with the Pleasant Hill Playmakers and Polynesian dancing with the Dances 
of the Pacific group and spent many summers camping with the kids in Big Basin and 
Yosemite. It's also when Neal became a lifelong fan of the Oakland A's ("Go A's!") In 1973, 
Neal was transferred to Oak Brook, IL, a Chicago suburb, where he oversaw purchasing for a 
new Clorox subsidiary. In 1977, the Huntley's made their final move back to their beloved 
Lafayette, CA with their two high school-aged sons. 

Neal is remembered as a warm, generous, gracious man, with a penchant for puns, who 
welcomed many into his home. He was one of AWS's hardest working volunteers, dedicating 
much of his time to interfacing with Signature Members on membership matters.  He was also 
a member of the AWS Financial Committee.  We will miss his terrific sense of humor and his 
presence with Charlotte at the Annual Awards Dinners.  They were the life of the party!
Neal is survived and loved by his wife, Charlotte; sons Chris, Rob, and Otter (Richard); 
grandsons Mac, Quinton, Killian, and Cooper; great-grandsons Walter and Byron; sister Linda 
Robinson and sister-in-law Jana Huntley; and scores of nieces, nephews, and cousins, by 
birth or affection. 

Carlton Plummer, AWS  passed away peacefully surrounded 
by his family at the Legacy Care Unit at Sunny Acres in 
Chelmsford, Massachusetts on 02/13/2020 at the age of 90. 
The staff at Sunny Acres provided wonderful care for him 
throughout his time there, especially during his final days. 
Carlton Plummer is a former illustrator, Chelmsford High 
School art teacher, combat artist during the Vietnam War, 
accomplished watercolorist, and for several years a University 
of Lowell painting professor. He graduated from three art 
schools including Vesper George, Massachusetts College of 
Art (BA), and Boston University (MFA). He was the recipient of 
over 150 national awards, served as an active elected 

member of many prestigious organizations including the American Watercolor Society and Allied 
Artists of America, among others. He traveled the world with his wife of 67 years, Joan, also an 
accomplished artist, demonstrating and teaching watercolor workshops. As a very talented and 
engaging instructor, he taught several hundred students at the novice, high school, college and 
professional level, how to paint, juried countless shows, and has his paintings in public and 
private collections all over the world. Carlton was a gifted artist and teacher who enjoyed his 
profession immensely. He is also a US Army veteran of the Korean War.

He is survived by his loving wife, Joan Plummer, AWS, and his four sons and their families. He 
will be missed greatly by his family and friends for the strong, loving, vigorous, and enthusiastic 
personality he brought to their lives and the world. For anyone who wishes to make a donation in 
his honor, it can be sent to the Boothbay Region Land Trust, Boothbay Maine or the Pine Tree 
Society, Bath Maine.

Neal Huntley continued

Carlton Plummer
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Marilyn Hughey Phillis, AWS, a loving mother and award-winning 
watermedia artist who traveled the country for decades teaching her craft 
to others, died in Northbrook, IL on December 29, 2022 at the age of 95.

Born February 1, 1927, in Kent Ohio, she attended Kent Public Schools, 
and Kent State University before earning bachelor’s degrees in bacteriology 
and chemistry from The Ohio State University in 1949.  After graduation, 
she worked for several years as an analytical chemist at Battelle Labs in 
Columbus, Ohio on national defense matters.

Marilyn had a life-long passion for art and was a centerpiece of the Ohio arts community. A 
former president and founding member of the Ohio Watercolor Society and winner of its Jim 
Brower Lifetime Achievement Award, she was also an award-winning elected member of the 
American Watercolor Society.  She painted for years and led workshops well into her 90’s, 
sharing her experience, creative talent and spiritual connection to her work with hundreds of 
students.  She will be remembered for her deep creativity and generous spirit, having shared her 
work and her talents with so many students, colleagues and friends over the years.   

After leaving Columbus, Phillis lived in various places in Ohio including Toledo, Rocky River, and 
Piqua before moving to Wheeling, West Virginia In 1984, with her late husband, Richard. Marilyn 
earned a spot in Wheeling’s Hall of Fame by establishing herself as a nationally-renowned artist. 
She wrote a best-selling book, Watermedia Techniques for Releasing the Creative Spirit, won 
many awards for her paintings and has her art displayed in homes and establishments around the 
country.

Marilyn is survived by her three children and their spouses, Diane and her husband Constantine 
of Riverwoods, IL, Hugh and his wife Mary of Nashua, NH and their children Nicole, Daniella, 
Andrea, Stephanie, Kendra and Hugh, and Randall and his wife Debra of Amherst, MA and their 
sons Michael and Zachary.  She is also survived by her cousin Kathy Nelson of Carlsbad, CA.  
Her parents, Paul and Helen Hughey, and her brother Robert passed before her.  

A Memorial Service will be held at another date and location to be determined. Donations in 
Marilyn’s memory can be made to the American Watercolor Society online, by mail or by 
phone

Known to many as The lady in White, Bernyce Alpert Winick, AWS, 
L.M. who wore all-white clothing, left a great legacy as an artist,
author, fashion designer, pianist, photographer and person who aimed
to help others. The longtime Woodmere, NY,  resident died on
February 17, 2022. She was 99 years old.

Born in Brooklyn on October 20, 1922, Alpert grew up on Crown 
Street and was among the unique group of women of her generation 
who attended college. She graduated from New York University in 
1943 with a Bachelor of Arts.

Marilyn Hughey Phillis

Bernyce Winick
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continued

A member of the American Society of Watercolors, Winick has created award-winning 
paintings in acrylic, oil and watercolor. “She left us a legacy of paintings,” her daughter, 
Lauren Rapoport, said of the many works of art Winick left behind for her family.
World War II interrupted her life when Herbert Winick, who became Bernyce’s husband – 
they were childhood sweethearts when she was 16 and he was 17 because their families 
were friends – interrupted his studies to serve in the army. They married in 1944.
Six years later, the couple moved to the brand new Saddle Ridge residential development in 
Woodmere, NY. Lauren said her parents were one of the first homes in an area that still had 
dirt roads. Herbert graduated from Harvard University and became a tax lawyer.
Winick made fashionable paper dolls as a child, Lauren said, and it inspired her interest in 
fashion. Winick studied fashion design at the Traphagen School of Fashion in Manhattan. 
The school closed in 1991. She designed a coat worn by a young Caroline Kennedy.
Winick used art as a way to help others, especially children. Lauren recalled the large art 
studio her mother had in the back of the house and how many neighborhood kids would be in 
the studio learning to paint. “She would try to impact everyone,” Lauren said. His works 
included realistic, impressionistic and abstract styles.
Aware of the creative link between music and art, Winick was also a talented pianist who 
studied for 15 years with the famous Stecher and Horowitz School of the Arts in Cedarhurst, 
founded by Melvin Stecher and Norman Horowitz. The school closed in 1999. Woodmere 
Music Club member Winick performed locally.
About 20 years ago she became interested in photography and took film photos of various 
scenes and people and created photo collages.
Ahead of the curve when it comes to combining healthy eating and physical activity to boost 
creativity, Winick wrote a book, “My Treasured Lifestyle: 88 Years of Nutrition, Exercise and 
the Arts,” which was published in 2012. The 76-page book has a four-star Amazon site rating. 
Predeceased by Herbert, who died in 2005 at age 83, Winick is survived by Lauren, son 
Steven and his wife, Georgene, four grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. A funeral 
service was held on February 18.

Howard N. Watson, AWS, L.M. 93, of Wyncote, PA, a nationally 
recognized watercolorist and illustrator, teacher, and Air Force 
veteran, died Friday, June 17, 2022, at Edgehill Nursing and 
Rehabilitatation Center in Glenside. Mr. Watson specialized in 
Philadelphia scenes, and his images of City Hall, the Art Museum, 
Italian Market, and Independence Hall are favorites among his 
collectors. His work sells at auctions and galleries and hangs at the 
Woodmere Art Museum, the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine 
Arts, Drexel University, and elsewhere.

He was an artist-in-residence at President Jimmy Carter’s White House in the 1970s and ‘80s and 
completed works for President Bill Clinton, Vice President Walter Mondale, singer Perry Como, Hall 
of Fame basketball coach Jack Ramsay and former Eagles star Tom Brookshier. “I take these 
[commissions] as being fun,” the easygoing Mr. Watson told a newspaper in 1995. “It always has to 
be fun. I try not to be overwhelmed by anything that I do, because that’s not important. What you 
are leaving in this world, that’s what’s important.”

Howard Watson
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He juried shows, was a member of the American Watercolor Society and Allied Artists of America, 
and past president of the Philadelphia Watercolor Society. He served on boards at Woodmere, the 
Port of History Museum, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the 
Arts, and, closest to his heart, the Philadelphia Committee to End Homelessness. He was 
especially proud of raising nearly $30,000 for homelessness projects one year by selling postcards 
adorned with his art.

Born May 19, 1929, in Pottsville, Mr. Watson was inspired by his father, a cartoonist and photo 
engraver who let young Howard watch as he drew and refined his comics. Later, an art teacher at 
Pottsville High School noticed his talent and encouraged Mr. Watson to paint.
After graduating and serving in the Air Force during the Korean War, Mr. Watson studied art at 
Pennsylvania State University and Temple University’s Tyler School of Art, and graduated from the 
Museum School of Art, now the University of the Arts. He got illustrating jobs at a department store 
and an ad agency but liked to work most often as a freelancer.

In addition to his wife, son, one daughter, and former wife, Mr. Watson is survived by three 
grandchildren, one great-grandchild, and other relatives. His daughter Teresa and two brothers 
died earlier.

continued

Mary Todd Beam was born February 12, 1931 in Dayton, Ohio 
during the depression. She loved to tell stories about that time 
in her life and how it felt to live during WWII. Even up to her 
death, she could sing many songs that she learned as a child 
during that time. Mary adored those hard times as she told how 
it made her appreciate so many little moments of life such as 
eating an orange when so many foods were being rationed. 
While a nursing student, she met the love of her life, Don Beam, 
on a blind date that their parents arranged. After a long dating 
period, Mary and Don secretly became husband and wife on 
July 22, 1950 as the nursing program would not allow students 
to be married.

The painting style of Mary Beam gradually changed from realistic barns and covered bridges to a 
more impressionistic style. Mary enjoyed teaching art to others and taught nationally and 
internationally for over thirty years as a very popular workshop teacher. A nationally recognized 
artist, Mary was an elected member of the American Watercolor Society, becoming a Dolphin 
Fellow (Mary’s proudest artistic achievement); in addition, she won the Gold Medal of Honor in 
New York City in 1996 and 2002. She is one of only five women who have won the gold medal and 
only two women who received the award twice in its 135 year history (celebrating its 156th  anni-
versary in 2023).Mary was chosen to represent the United States in the First and Second 
International Exhibit in Nanjing, China. Her painting, “Where Crickets Dwell” did not make the 
return trip as it sold on its journey around the world. Mary was preceded in death by her husband, 
Don Beam, on February 7, 2013, both of her parents, Edward Russell Todd and Ruby Leota 
Ashworth Todd, and her daughter, Julie Beam Lauch, on November 27, 1999. Mary was married to 
her beloved Don for sixty three years.

Mary Todd Beam
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Betty Lou P. Schlemm, AWS, D.F., L.M. 87, of Rockport, passed away Monday evening, October 
18, 2021 at Den-Mar Nursing Home in Rockport. She was the daughter of the late Edward and 
Mary E. (Bushman) Schlemm. Betty Lou was educated in New Jersey and was a graduate of 
Bogota High School in Bogota, NJ. She continued her education by attending the Phoenix Art 
School. Betty Lou was a well renowned Artist locally for over 30 years and a published author with 
North Light Publications.
Betty Lou was a member of the American Watercolor Society and the Dolphin Fellowship. She was 
awarded the American Watercolor Society's Silver Medal. Betty Lou had served as Secretary of 
the Allied Artists of America, a former Vice President of the Boston Watercolor Society. And served 
as a former President of the Rockport Art Association. She held many workshops and was a 
successful author.
She is survived by her sister, Elizabeth Franco and her husband Edward of Newtown, PA; two 
nieces, Lisa Yuskevich and her husband, Brian of Doylestown, PA and Jennifer Domanski and her 
husband, Michael of Bonita Springs, FL; one nephew, Edward John Franco of Newtown, PA and 
five grand nephews.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Betty Lou's name may be made to the Cape Ann Animal Aid, 4 
Paws Lane, Gloucester, MA 01930 or to the Rockport Art Association & Museum, 12 Main Street, 
Rockport, MA 01966 or to the North Shore Arts of Gloucester, 11 Pirates Lane, Gloucester, MA 
01930. Arrangements by the Campbell Funeral Home, Gloucester.

We remember as well these dedicated AWS members: 
Arlene Lee, AWS August 18, 1936 – March 6, 2022 
Russell Yerkes, AWS May 23, 1955 –  May 19, 2021 
Tony van Hasselt, AWS 1937– January 20, 2022
Alan Wylie, AWS, D.F June 17, 1938– April 20, 2022

Patricia L. Harrington, AWS, D.F. 95, of Lynchburg, died peacefully on Monday, October 28, 
2019, at her home in front of her favorite view of Tobacco Row Mountain. Patricia was born on 
May 21, 1924, in Saginaw, Michigan, a daughter of the late Gerald and Henrietta Bates. She 
was the wife of the late Donald W. Harrington for 60 years. She is survived by two sons, 11 
grandchildren, and fifteen great-grandchildren. 
Pat met Don while attending Central Michigan University during World War II, where he was 
attending officer candidate school.  Pat was an accomplished artist who started her art career at 
an early age.  She was known for simplified shapes and later developed a more abstract quality 
in her paintings. She won her first juried entry into art show in Atlanta, Ga., in 1964, and had her 
first One-Woman Show in Athens, Ga., in 1965. She assisted in founding the Virginia Watercolor 
Society (VWS) in 1980 along with fellow artists Lettie Frazier, and Ernest Johnson and John Will 
Creasy of Roanoke and served as president. She was accepted into the American Watercolor 
Society (AWS) 1977. That same year she received the Metropolitan Museum of Art award from 
the Catherine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club in New York City. In 1998, she won the Saunders/
Waterford award from the AWS presented at the Salmagundi Club. She was accepted into the 
National Water Color Society (NWS) in 1999. She was also a member of the Southern 
Watercolor Society. Her works are included in numerous public, as well as private collections. 
Other awards included gold medal award Allied Artists, 1977; Water Media gold medal, 1992; 
Ida Wells Stroud Memorial award American Watercolor Society, 1993; Hal P. Moore award 
National Watercolor Society, 1995; and the Samuel Leitman Memorial award American 
Watercolor Society, 1996. 
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SPEAKER FOR AWARDS 
DINNER SELECTED

President Antonio Masi has announced that the guest 
speaker for the AWS 156th Annual International Exhibition 
Awards Dinner will be Anne Hevener, Editor-in-Chief at 
Golden Peak Media, where she oversees the operations of 
Watercolor Artist, Artists Magazine and Pastel Journal.
Hevener says of her career, "As an Editor for magazines 
and websites over the past 25+ years, I’ve been writing, 
editing, fact-checking, interviewing, tracking deadlines, 

Anne Hevener contracting freelancers, managing a team and a budget, 
communicating with industry influencers and researching trends in order to produce 
engaging and relevant content for a passionate audience of professional and developing 
artists. Though I’ve worked on a number of different brands, with a variety of audiences, my 
work has always shared the same goal: to help people lead a more creative life.

DINNER NOTES

The Annual AWS Award Dinner will be held Friday, April 28, 2023 at the historic 
Salmagundi Club in New York City. It is the highlight of the year for AWS and an 
opportunity for many of the world's finest watercolor artists to gather socially and to honor 
this year's award winners and new Signature Members of AWS.

Invitations will be sent to members soon.  Seating is limited to approximately 150, so when 
you receive your invitation, act promptly.  Members are allowed to bring one guest.

Keep an eye on your email's inbox for your invitation to this truly memorable event.
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IMPORTANT:  BEFORE SUBMITTING NEWS FOR PUBLICATION, PLEASE READ

AND FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS AND DEADLINES!

When submitting news items, all events must be dated by month and year.  Events prior to March 1, 2023 will
not be recorded, since this will be the summer edition.  Editing may not include all information but is important
for publishing information. 

News which may be printed  includes:  AWARDS, PUBLICATIONS, SOLO OR SMALL GROUP SHOWS, 
SOME INVITATIONALS, SERVING ON JURIES, ADDITIONS TO PERMANENT COLLECTIONS, WORKS IN 
PRINT, SOME UNUSUAL ART ADVENTURES.   

WORKSHOPS ARE NOT INCLUDED.  ADMISSION OF ENTRIES TO JURIED EXHIBITIONS NOT 
INCLUDED.  IN-CLUSION IN ART BIOGRAPHICAL PUBLICATIONS NOT USUALLY INCLUDED. 

We have a talented group of Signature and Associate Members and we are proud of all of you.  Election to 
membership in other art groups is not published in our Newsletter, but may be put on file in the AWS office. 
Congratulations to all our artists and to all who have received special recognition.   

Articles of interest by members are considered for use and are welcome, even though a limited number may 
be used. 

Please e-mail our AWS office at info@americanwatercolorsociety.org with questions about AWS. 

(c) 2023 American Watercolor Society, Inc.

Antonio Masi
President

Jim McFarlane  
President Emeritus 

John Patt 
Executive Director 

Charity Henderson 
Vince

Assistant Director

Karen Butler
Robert Fionda        

Nadine Charlsen   
Joan Marans Dim 

Contributors
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Let Us Know What You've Been Up To...

• MATERIAL FOR THE NEXT ISSUE MUST REACH US BY MAY 15, 2023. SIGNATURE
MEMBERS SEND  MATERIAL DIRECTLY TO THE EDITOR, at
Newsletter@americanwatercolorsociety.org
SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES may send their material to the AWS office at
info@americanwatercolorsociety.org or to 47 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003. Please
indicate your membership status

AWS IS MAKING NEWS DAILY
Check us out every day online for updates between newsletters. 

mailto:info@americanwatercolorsociety.org
https://instagram.com/american.watercolor.society
Patt Family
Cross-Out

https://youtu.be/J7fMfS6VWUM
https://facebook.com/americanwatercolor
https://www.instagram.com/american.watercolor.society/
https://americanwatercolorsociety.org/
info@americanwatercolorsociety.org
https://www.linkedin.com/company/58208667/admin/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIV1z0MhZgsZ6WbI5U35Ehw
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