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Burnt Sienna/ Ultramarine Blue, and Burnt Umber and Ultramarine Blue. These 
combinations provide him with color saturated warm or cool darks. Demonstrating 
that he could paint the scene upside down, he turned his reference photo the same 
direction. John quipped, “It’s not rocket science, people!”. He showed the group 
another of Chee’s techniques, lifting a white line from a dark passage using a 
thirsty brush technique on the damp paper. He quipped that the late, great Frank 
Webb admonished his students that their job as an artist was to be an entertainer 
with shapes.  John showed the addition of a figure to the scene for interest. He 
outlined rules espoused by Robert E. Woods on making figures, noting placement 
of the head, and the need to paint the legs attractively longer on a figure.  

Creating a backlit scene by surrounding the delicate reflections with rich darks, 
John reviewed his favorite mixtures of Daniel Smith colors of Alizarin Crimson/Thalo 
Green, Burnt Sienna/ Ultramarine Blue, and Burnt Umber and Ultramarine Blue. 
These combinations provide him with color saturated warm or cool darks. 
Demonstrating that he could paint the scene upside down, he turned his reference 
photo the same direction. John quipped, “It’s not rocket science, people!”. He 
showed the group another of Chee’s techniques, lifting a white line from a dark 
passage using a thirsty brush technique on the damp paper. He quipped that the 
late, great Frank Webb admonished his students that their job as an artist was to be 
an entertainer with shapes.  John showed the addition of a figure to the scene for 
interest. He outlined rules espoused by Robert E. Woods on making figures, noting 
placement of the head, and the need to paint the legs attractively longer on a figure.  

John is also generous with his students, patiently sharing as many problem-
solving techniques in this evening demonstration as he does in his four-day 
workshops. To finish the painting, he returned to the mouth atomizer and mixed 
water and paint in a special pill bottle borrowed from Tony Masi (watch the video 
to see if this very funny joke survives the cutting room floor)!  

This deft application of texture pulled the scene together. But there is more to 
come: at the end of his demonstration, citing a quote by Winston Churchill, he 
said, “The mind can only absorb what the ass can endure” and before raffling two 
pieces of his work, he and Kathy pulled tape from the edges of the painting to 
reveal the fully painted top half of the image, resulting in a fully completed and 
resolved painting.  

continued on next page



https://www.dropbox.com/s/5q0ccjpjgn6zo98/AWS%20Watercolor%20Evenings%20-%20%20John%20Salminen.mp4?dl=0


https://instagram.com/american.watercolor.society
https://facebook.com/americanwatercolor
https://www.americanwatercolorsociety.org


https://americanwatercolorsociety.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fc38cf9678c89359340469ed3&id=caeb52bd60&e=4acaa1e0c7
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